HOMILY – FRIDAY OF THE 5TH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR I
	No matter who you are or what you believe or what you do, you cannot run, you cannot hide from God.  The reason is quite simple:  He sees you when you’re sleeping.  He knows when you’re awake.  He knows when you’ve been bad or good.  So, be good for God’s sake.
	Today’s first reading from the third chapter of Genesis ends with an obvious display of guilty behavior by Adam and Eve.  And why shouldn’t they feel guilty?  They had just eaten of the fruit from the tree that God had forbidden them lest they should die.  They had eaten from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Yes, we can blame the serpent all we want for tempting them, but at the end of the day Adam and Eve did something that they shouldn’t have done, and they try to cover their guilt by covering themselves with fig leaves.
	And to make matters worse for them, God comes down to Eden to take his usual daily-walk through the garden in the late afternoon.  And what does the first human couple do having just committed the first sin in the history of humanity?  They attempt to run and hide from their Creator.  Our first reading ended this morning with these words, “When they heard the sound of the LORD God moving about in the garden at the breezy time of the day, the man and his wife hid themselves from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Genesis 3:8] 

	Is there anyone here who can honestly say that they have never intentionally hidden from God?  That though you know you did something wrong, something sinful, you made no attempt to avoid God?
	Perhaps it would be easier to recall a time when you did something that you knew your parents would have not approved of you doing.  On those – hopefully - rare occasions when you do something that you know you shouldn’t, you might do all you can to hide it from them because you feel guilty.  You hope they never find out about what you did, and most times they don’t find out about it.  But when they do find out about what you did, I would suspect that the resulting “discussion” is not always pretty.  
	Whether or not your parents find out about what you did, you still feel guilty about it.  In a sense, like Adam and Eve when they discovered that they were naked by eating of the fruit that they shouldn’t have even touched and they tried to cover their guilt with fig leaves, you try to make excuses to cover the trail of what you shouldn’t have been doing because of that feeling of guilt that you have.  Except the fig leaf you use is a lie to cover up your sin.
	If we lived in a perfect world, we wouldn’t sin.  But the world isn’t perfect and we do sin.  If we lived in an ideal world – which is less than perfect – then as soon as we’ve sinned we would confess our sins to the ones we have sinned against.  Namely, God and our neighbor.  But we don’t live in an ideal world.  When we sin, some of us have the tendency to try to hide the sin we have committed until someone or something prompts us to confess that sin.  They are some people who have lived with the guilt of a particular sin – lying to themselves and others – for many years.
	One of the things that I remember from my religion classes in grade school was the Sisters telling us that life is a test.  It is a test to see how much we love God by avoiding sin – especially the near occasion of sin – and by doing good.  But it is also a test to see how much we love ourselves.  Do we love ourselves enough to strive to always choose what is best for ourselves in the long run?  Or do we love ourselves only to the extent that we want instant gratification without thinking of the long-term consequences?
	At this point, some of you may be asking why am I spending so much time on sin and guilt and love.  Well, let me tell you.  I’m spending so much time on sin and guilt and love, because in less than a week the season of Lent begins.  Next Wednesday we will gather as a faith community in this Church for a School Mass.  When we leave this Church next Wednesday, our foreheads will have been marked with ashes as a sign of what we will be engaged in during those forty days that precede Easter.  And what we will be engaged in is prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
	Indeed, first and foremost, Lent is a time of prayer to God for grace and strength.  We pray for the grace that our hearts will be converted so that – out of love – we will want to follow God’s will in all things.  We pray for strength so that we will lovingly do God’s will in all things.  In our prayer, we listen with the ear of our hearts to what God has to say to us to help us.  
	Lent is also a time when we fast from those things that lead us to sin.  That is, we strive to avoid the near occasion of sin so that each and every day we will more and more desire – out of love and not fear – to do God’s will in our lives.  During this time of fasting we are mindful of God watching over us.  We believe that God sees all and knows all.  Now, God is not watching everything we do waiting for an opportunity to smite us at the first sin we commit.  Rather, out of love, God is watching over us to guide us in the path of His ways by offering us small signs of His compassion and mercy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Finally, Lent is a season of almsgiving.  And I’m not talking about making a donation to your favorite charity.  The almsgiving that I’m referring involves much more than simply writing a check.  Almsgiving entails giving of your self to others in a manner similar to how Christ gave of Himself to us.  That means we are called to show compassion and mercy to others, just as Christ has shown compassion and mercy to us.   
	And if you doubt that God has shown you compassion and mercy take a good, long look at the cross.  When you look at the cross you should recall these words of Christ from the Gospel of John, “This is my commandment:  love another as I love you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.”[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  John 15:12-14] 

	Gentlemen what you see on that cross is true almsgiving.  None of us can hope to match that in this life, and may God spare us the shedding of our blood in the way that so many martyrs through the centuries, and even today, have poured out their blood in the defense of our faith.  
	But because Christ laid down his life for us, we are able to give our lives for others in small, seemingly insignificant ways.  Sometimes even far from the prying eyes of the world.  Today’s Gospel passage from Mark gives us the perfect example of this when we find Jesus taking a man who can neither hear nor speak away from the prying eyes of the crowd in order to heal him.  Just as Christ didn’t want this healing proclaimed everywhere, you don’t need to post every good deed you do on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  cf., Mark 7:32-34] 

	Quite frankly, almsgiving – the giving of our selves to others – is nearly impossible unless it is accompanied by prayer and fasting.  By our prayer, fasting and almsgiving may we unite ourselves to Christ so that we each day we may become more truly the child of God that we were meant to be. 
			For he who worships God in every way,
			who suffers, waits, is meek, and prays,
			who keeps his faith and conscience pure,
			God will keep him safe and sure.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  From “The Sparrow and His Four Children,” in The Original Folk & Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm, translated and edited by Jack Zipes, Princeton University Press, pp.116-118, © 2014.] 
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