Partaking of the Divine Nature





2 Peter 1


1Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 2Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.


5And besideG846 thisG5124, givingG3923 allG3956 diligenceG4710, addG2023 to yourG5216 faithG4102 virtueG703; and to virtueG703 knowledgeG1108;


6And to knowledgeG1108 temperanceG1466; and to temperanceG1466 patienceG5281; and to patienceG5281 godlinessG2150;


7And to åšóÝâåéá (godliness) öéëáäåëößá (brotherly kindness); and to öéëáäåëößá (brotherly kindness) PãÜðç (charity).


(5For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7and godliness with öéëáäåëößá (mutual£ affection), and öéëáäåëößá (mutual£ affection) with PãÜðç (love).)





And what of öéëÝù?





G2150 


åšóÝâåéá 


eusebeia 


yoo-seb'-i-ah 


From G2152; piety; specifically the gospel scheme:—godliness, holiness. 


G5360 


öéëáäåëößá 


philadelphia 


fil-ad-el-fee'-ah 


From G5361; fraternal affection:—brotherly love (kindness), love of the �brethren. 


�
G26 


PãÜðç 


agapeô 


ag-ah'-pay 


From G25; love, that is, affection or benevolence; specifically (plural) a love �feast:—(feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love. 





And what of öéëÝù?


G5368 


öéëÝù 


phileoô 


fil-eh'-o 


From G5384; to be a friend to (fond of [an individual or an object]), that is, �have affection for (denoting personal attachment, as a matter of sentiment or �feeling; while G25 is wider, embracing especially the judgment and the �deliberate assent of the will as a matter of principle, duty and propriety: the two �thus stand related very much as G2309 and G1014, or as G2372 and G3563 �respectively; the former being chiefly of the heart and the latter of the head); �specifically to kiss (as a mark of tenderness):—kiss, love. 








�
And what of Faith?





“Faith is the foundation of Christian character and the security of the soul. When Jesus was looking forward to Peter’s denial, and cautioning him against it, He said unto His disciple:


“‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, to sift you as wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fall not.’ (Luke 22:31-32}


“Our Lord was declaring a central truth; it was Peter’s faith He was seeking to guard; for well He knew that when faith is broken down, the foundations of spiritual life give way, and the entire structure of religious experience falls. It was Peter’s faith which needed guarding. Hence Christ’s solicitude for the welfare of His disciple’s soul and His determination to fortify Peter’s faith by His own all-prevailing prayer.


“In his Second Epistle, Peter has this idea in mind when speaking of growth in grace as a measure of safety in the Christian life, and as implying fruitfulness.


“‘And besides this,’ he declares, ‘giving diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness.’ (2 Pet 1:5)


“Of this additive process, faith was the starting-point—the basis of the other graces of the Spirit. Faith was the foundation on which other things were to be built. Peter does not enjoin his readers to add to works or gifts or virtues but to faith. Much depends on starting right in this business of growing in grace. There is a Divine order, of which Peter was aware; and so he goes on to declare that we are to give diligence to making our calling and election sure, which election is rendered certain adding to faith which, in turn, is done by constant, earnest praying. Thus faith is kept alive by prayer, and every step taken, in this adding of grace to grace, is accompanied by prayer.”





From The Necessity of Prayer, by Edward M. Bounds, Chapter 1.





